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W-10 Oil Well Status Report 

SWR’s - 3.26, 3.52, & 3.53 

SWR 53 - Annual Well Tests and Well Status Reports Required 

Types 
A) Annual Survey 

B) Retest 

When Do You Need to File a Form W-10? 
A) When your survey is due as dictated by the testing cycle determined by the field. 

B) When you receive notification that an annual survey is due. 

C) When your GOR lowers enough to affect your allowable. 

D) When a non-producing well starts to produce. 

E) When a producing well stops producing. 

F) When there is a significant change in the wells production.  

G) When an updated combined test is required on a Parent well due to the approval of a new Stacked 

Lateral/Child well. 

What is a Form W-10 Not Used for? 
A) To change well number. (File a Form W-2) 

B) To change operator. (File a Form P-4) 

C) To set up a new oil well. (File a Form W-2) 

D) To remove a well from schedule.  (File a Form W-3) 

E) To change service well to producer or producer to service. (File a Form W-2) 

How Do I Know if I Have Any Survey’s that are Delinquent or Past Due? 

A. G-10 / W-10 Online Application 

1) RRC Online System 

2) Open the Well Status Report (G-10/W-10) Application 

3) Select Filing Operator 

4) Enter the Operator Number 

5) Select Search 

6) Select Operator Name (it will highlight it blue)  

7) Set Filing Operator 

8) Select Delinquent G-10 / W-10 Query 

9) Select Search 

B. Proration Query (Oil) 

1) Go to RRC Website at https://www.rrc.texas.gov/ 

2) Select Online Research Queries 

3) Select Proration Query (Oil) 

4) Launch Application 

5) Enter District and Oil Lease No. 

6) Click Submit 
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7) Under the Daily Allowable column, it will show Delinquent W-10 

C. Supplements 

1) You will receive a supplement in the mail and in the remarks, it will say DLQ FORM 

2) A letter will be mailed out to the operator for Delinquent W-10’s, 30 days after the 

effective date. 

When Are My W-10’s Due? 
A) Proration Schedule by Field 

1) Go to RRC Website at https://www.rrc.texas.gov/ 

2) Select Oil & Gas 

3) Select Research and Statistics 

4) Select Proration Schedules, By Field 

5) Select on most current date 

6) Select the appropriate district Oil Proration Schedule 

7) A text file will generate, then use the CTRL+F on your keyboard and type in the field 

name. Where the field begins, 3 rows down, the testing cycle, due date, and effective 

date will display. 

B) G-10/W-10 Online Application 

1) RRC Online System 

2) Open the Well Status Report (G-10/W-10) Application 

3) Select Filing Operator 

4) Enter the Operator Number 

5) Select Search 

6) Select Operator Name (it will highlight it blue)  

7) Select Set Filing Operator 

8) Select Filing W-10 Oil Well Status Reports 

9) Select File W-10 Oil Well Status Report 

10) Select Reason for Filing, Survey 

11) Enter District 

12) Input Due Date 

13) Select Surveys Required – If surveys are due, information will generate. 

C) Letters  

1) Operator will receive a letter the month prior to the testing cycle, with the testing 

periods and due date. For example, if the testing cycle is August – January, the letter will 

be mailed in July. 

How Do I Obtain a Copy of a W-10 I Filed Online? 
1. RRC Online System 

2. Open the Well Status Report (G-10/W-10) Application 

3. Select Filing Operator 

4. Enter operator number 

5. Select search 

6. Select operator name (it will highlight it blue) 

7. Set filing operator. 

8. Select Filing W-10 Oil Well Status Reports 
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9. Select the 3rd option W-10 Oil Well Status Report Query 

10. Once you define your search criteria and select search, files will generate along with a View PDF 

button. 

11. Select VIEW PDF to generate a PDF image which can be saved or printed. 

How Do I Know If My W-10 Was Processed? 
Once you submit the report, you should receive an email after 5:00 PM letting you know it was 

submitted successfully. If it rejected or failed, you will also get an email explaining why it rejected/failed. 

You can also look this up by opening the G-10/W-10 Online application. 

1. Select filing operator. 

2. Enter operator number 

3. Click search. 

4. Select an operator name (it will highlight it blue) 

5. Set the filing Operator. 

6. Select on W-10. 

7. Click on Processed Well Status Report Query 

8. Remove the processed dates that are pre-populated 

9. Input your tracking number 

10. Look at far-left column and select on the small box with cross. 

11. A reject code will generate in yellow. 
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Questions & Answers Pertaining to Oil Well Status Report 
Question Pertains to 
(Form, Rule, Procedure) 

Question Answer Contact 

W-10 Where do I file my W-10? Surveys and Retests can be 
filed through the RRC Online 
System 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

W-10 Do I file a W-10 on an 
injection well? 

The form H-10 is the 
appropriate form for an 
injection well.  

Underground Injection Control 
512-463-6792 

H10Info@rrc.texas.gov 

W-10 How do I calculate my 
gas/oil ratio (GOR)? 

To calculate the GOR on a 
well, divide the gas 
production (cubic feet) by 
the barrels of oil (bbl) 
produced. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

W-10 If I am producing over my 
allowable, do I need to 
file a W-10? 

W-10 Retests may resolve 
overproduction issues, 
contact Well Compliance for 
guidance. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

W-10 Can I list swabbing as a 
Production Method? 

Swabbing is not a valid 
production method, without 
an approved exception to 
Statewide Rule 21. A Final 
Order must be submitted 
with the W-10. 

District Office 
See the contacts by oil and gas 
activity for appropriate District 

Office. 

W-10 How do I know if I am 
required to file a W-10? 

One well oil lease’s do not 
require annual surveys. Oil 
leases with more than one 
well, are required to file 
annually. If the lease is 
associated with a surface 
commingling permit (P-17), 
semi-annual filings are 
required.  

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

W-10 Is there a User Guide to 
assist with EDI Filings? 

The User Guide can be found 
on the RRC website, under 
User Guides and EDI 
Documents. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

W-10 Can I still file my W-10 
Survey if its past due? 

Yes, up until the next testing 
cycle. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

 
 

W-10 Does the Well 
Compliance Department 
have a general email 
address? 

The general email address 
for the Well Compliance 
Department is 
prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 
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Terms 
A) Allowable — The amount of oil or gas that may be produced from a well per a unit of time.  In 

Texas, this figure is established monthly by the RRC. 

B) GOR — The abbreviation for gas-oil ratio.  This is calculated using the formula, cubic feet of gas 
divided by barrel of oil. 

C) Oil Well — Any well, which produces one or more barrels of crude petroleum oil to each one 
hundred thousand cubic feet of natural gas. 

D) Service Well — Any well not used for the purpose of producing hydrocarbons.  (i.e., disposal, 
injection, or brine production) 

E) Overproduction — Any production of hydrocarbons not covered by an allowable. 

F) Operator — A person, acting for himself or as an agent for others and designated to the 
Commission as the one who has the primary responsibility for complying with its rules and 
regulations in any and all acts subject to the jurisdiction of the RRC. 

G) MCF — The abbreviation for one thousand cubic feet of gas. 
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Outline for W-10 Survey 
A) A listing of wells will be mailed out four months prior to the effective date of survey. 

B) There are six testing months followed by a due month and an effective month. 

1) Example: 

a. Mail Out: 10/22/1996 

b. Test Cycle: 08/1996, 09/1996, 10/1996, 11/1996, 12/1996 & 01/1997 

c. Due Date: 02/01/1997 

d. Effective Date: 03/01/1997 

C) Areas that cause problems 

1) Surveys cannot be used as retest - file W-10 Retest to adjust allowable. Late filings of a 

W-10 will cause the loss of an allowable. 

2) Well number changes cannot be made on a W-10 survey; file a W-2. 

3) A W-10 cannot be used to establish an initial allowable. An Initial Potential W-2 

completion must be filed to establish the initial allowable. 

4) Test data 

a. Oil barrels should be rounded off to nearest one-tenth barrel. 

b. Water should be rounded off to nearest barrels. 

c. Gas should be rounded off to nearest MCF. 

5) Nonproducing section 

a. Change from producing to shut-in should be indicated with an X.  Plugging 

operations should begin after 1 year or an extension to SWR 14 (b)(2) applied 

for. 

b. If the well is shut in, please provide the date tested and mark X for Shut in. 
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Form W-10 Oil Well Status Report 
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G-10 Gas Well Status Reports 

SWR 3.28 - Potential and Deliverability of Gas Wells to Be Ascertained and Reported 

SWR 3.53 - Status of Well to be Reported 

SWR 3.55 - Reports on Gas Wells Commingling Liquid Hydrocarbons before Metering 

Types 
A) Semi-Annual Survey 

B) Annual Survey 

C) Retest 

D) Initial Test 

E) Correction to Survey 

When Do You Need to File a Form G-10? 
A) When your wells testing cycle is due per field rules. 

B) When a nonproducing well, new completion, workover, or reclassification starts to produce. 

C) When a producing well stops producing. 

D) When a producing well's rate of production increases. 

E) At initial completion of the well 

F) When the well is completed in a regulatory field for which the allocation formula is based in 

whole or in part on the downhole pressure of the well. 

G) When necessary to reinstate an allowable 

H) When required by Commission order, special field rule, or any other Commission Rule. 

What Is a Form G-10 Not Used for? 
A) To change well number. (File a Form G-1) 

B) To change operator. (File a Form P-4) 

C) To remove a well from schedule. (File a Form W-3) 

D) To change service well to producer or producer to service. (File a Form G-1) 

How Do I Know If I Have Any Survey’s That Are Delinquent or Past Due? 
A. G-10 / W-10 Online Application 

1) RRC Online System 

2) Open the Well Status Report (G-10/W-10) Application 

3) Select Filing Operator 

4) Enter the Operator Number 

5) Select Search 

6) Select Operator Name (it will highlight it blue)  

7) Set Filing Operator 

8) Select Delinquent G-10 / W-10 Query 

9) Select Search 

B. Proration Query (Gas) 

1) Go to RRC Website at https://www.rrc.texas.gov/ 

2) Select Online Research Queries 

3) Select Proration Query (Gas) 
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4) Launch Application 

5) Enter District and Gas Well ID No. 

6) Click Submit 

7) Under the Allowable column, it will show code 0 O – Delinquent G-10 

C. Supplements 

1) You will receive a supplement in the mail and in the remarks, it will say DLQ FORM 

2) A letter will be mailed out to the operator for Delinquent G-10’s, 30 days after the 

effective date. 

When Are My G-10’s Due? 
A) Proration Schedule by Field 

1) Go to RRC Website at https://www.rrc.texas.gov/ 

2) Select Oil & Gas 

3) Select Research and Statistics 

4) Select Proration Schedules, By Field 

5) Select on most current date 

6) Select the appropriate district Gas Proration Schedule 

7) A text file will generate, then use the CTRL+F on your keyboard and type in the field 

name. Where the field begins, 3 rows down, the testing cycle, due date, and effective 

date will display. 

B) G-10/W-10 Online Application 

1) RRC Online System 

2) Open the Well Status Report (G-10/W-10) Application 

3) Select Filing Operator 

4) Enter the Operator Number 

5) Select Search 

6) Select Operator Name (it will highlight it blue)  

7) Select Set Filing Operator 

8) Select Filing G-10 Oil Well Status Reports 

9) Select File G-10 Oil Well Status Report 

10) Select Reason for Filing, Survey 

11) Enter District 

12) Input Due Date 

13) Select Surveys Required – If surveys are due, information will generate. 

C) Letters 

1) Operator will receive a letter the month prior to the testing cycle, with the testing 

periods and due date. For example, if the testing cycle is August – January, the letter will 

be mailed in July. 

How Do I Obtain a Copy of a G-10 I Filed Online? 
1. RRC Online System (Well Status Report (G-10/W-10) 

2. Open application 

3. Select filing operator. 

4. Enter operator number. 

5. Select search. 
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6. Select operator name (it will highlight it blue) 

7. Set filing operator. 

8. Select Filing G-10 Oil Well Status Reports 

9. Select the 3rd option G-10 Oil Well Status Report Query. 

10. Once you define your search criteria and select search, files will generate along with a View PDF 

button. 

11. Select VIEW PDF to generate a PDF image which can be saved or printed. 

How Do I Know If My G-10 Was Processed? 
Once you submit the report, you should receive an email after 5:00 PM letting you know it was 

submitted successfully. If it rejected or failed, you will also get an email explaining why it rejected/failed. 

1. Select filing operator. 

2. Enter operator number. 

3. Select search. 

4. Select an operator name (it will highlight it blue) 

5. Set the filing Operator. 

6. Select on G-10. 

7. Select on Processed Well Status Report Query 

8. Remove the processed dates that are pre-populated. 

9. Input your tracking number. 

10. Look at far-left column and select on the small box with cross. 

11. A reject code will generate in yellow. 
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Questions & Answers Pertaining to Gas Well Status Report 
Question Pertains to 
(Form, Rule, Procedure) 

Question Answer Contact 

G-10 Where do I file my G-10? Surveys and Retests can be 
filed through the RRC Online 
System 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

G-10 Do I have to file a G-10 on 
injection wells? 

The form H-10 is the 
appropriate form for an 
injection well. 

Underground Injection Control 
512-463-6792 

H10Info@rrc.texas.gov 

G-10 Can you backdate my 
survey? 

The effective date will not 
be changed. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

G-10 How do I calculate my 
gas/oil ratio? 

The GOR is no longer 
required on the G-10.  The 
Commission will calculate it 
for you. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

G-10 Where and how do I run a 
G-10 test? 

Initial G-10 test is run after 
well is connected to the 
sales line.  All deliverability 
(G-10 tests shall be 
performed by producing the 
subject well at stabilized 
rates for a minimum time-
period of 72 hours.  (See 
SWR 28 for complete 
instructions.)  Additional G-
10 retests can be filed by 
operators at their discretion.  

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

G-10 Why is my G-10 
delinquent? 

The annual or semi-annual 
G-10 survey was not 
received on time. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

G-10 Do I need to file G-10's on 
low producing wells? 

Wells with a recorded G-10 
test of 100 MCF or less or 
wells with a test of 250 MCF 
or less in fields without 
specific field rules are 
exempt from any further G-
10 testing.  (Exception: Wells 
with a commingling permit 
will appear on survey.) 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 
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G-10 Is there a User Guide to 
assist with EDI Filings? 

The User Guide can be found 
on the RRC website, under 
User Guides and EDI 
Documents. 

 

G-10 Does the Well Compliance 
Department have a 
general email address? 

The general email address 
for the Well Compliance 
Department is 
prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 
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Terms 
A) Survey — Annual or semi-annual filing of well status report that is initiated by the Commission. 

B) G-10 Test — Well status report filed at operator's discretion or in response to a specific Commission 
request. 

C) Daily MCF Gas — Gas measured in final 24 hours of test. 

D) Deliverability — Volume of gas that the well is capable of producing into the sales line in a 24-hour-
period under normal operating conditions. 

E) Condensate/BBLS — Liquid hydrocarbons produced by the gas well in a 24-hour period.  

F) MCF — Thousand cubic feet. 

G) API Gravity — Specific gravity measured in degrees on the American Petroleum Institute scale. Ratio 
between equal volumes of liquid hydrocarbons (condensate) and water. 

H) SIWH — Stabilized shut-in well head pressure. 

  



 

Revised July 2021 

 

Test Requirements on Producing Wells 
All producing wells require a daily producing rate, as well as date of test, along with gravities, condensate, 
water, shut-in pressure, and flowing pressure. ALL wells must be pre-flowed 48 hours before running a 24-
hour test, for a total of 72 hours. 

A condensate volume requires a condensate gravity and vice versa, to avoid an incomplete G-10 allowable.  
For Commingled wells, a condensate volume left blank or reported as zero can be shown. 
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Form G-10 Gas Well Status Report 
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General Forms Required for Multiple Completion 

Checklist 

 

Note:  Applications for multiple completion and the required accompanying data is filed with the 

Engineering unit of the Commission’s Technical Permitting section, per SWR 6 (a) 
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Questions & Answers Pertaining to Multiple Completions 
Questions Pertaining to 
(Form, Rule, Procedure) 

Question Answer Contact 

W-4 Where do I send the 
completed multiple 
completion application 

The Engineering Unit of 
the Technical Permitting 
Section in Austin. 

Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

W-4 Is there a filing fee? No.  

W-4 Do I send notice to 
anyone? 

Yes. Send a copy of the W-
4 to your immediate offset 
operators. Indicate in item 
11(b) on the W-4 the date 
you sent notice to the 
offsets. 

Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

W-4 What alphabetic codes 
do I use in item 9(a) on 
the W-4? 

Use “C” and “T” to 
designate the upper and 
lower completions in a 
single tubing string/packer 
completion. Use “U” and 
“L” to designate the upper 
and lower completions in 
a two-tubing string/packer 
completion. (Use “U”, 
“M”, and “L” for a triple 
completion.) Use “D” and 
“F” to designate the upper 
and lower completion in a 
two tubingless 
completion. (“D”, “F” and 
“H” for a triple 
completion.” 

Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

W-4A Do I fill out both sides of 
W-4A? 

No. Only the side that best 
depicts your completion. 
Side 1 is used for 
conventional 
packer/tubing 
completions. Side 2 is 
used for tubingless. 

Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

W-4A If none of the sketches 
on the W-4A matches my 
completion, can I submit 
my own sketch? 

Yes. Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

W-5 I have a tubingless 
completion. Do I still 
need to submit a W-5? 

No, a W-5 is only required 
when a packer is used. A 
copy of all W-15 
cementing reports should 
be attached to the 
multiple completion 

Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 
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application. The original 
W-15s will be filed with 
the W-2 or G-1. 

 What if I am experiencing 
problems with my well 
and cannot shut in one or 
both zones to run a 
communication test? 

Contact the Oil & Gas 
Division, Engineering Unit 
in Austin, Texas for 
instructions. 

Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

W-4 Do I submit an 
application for multiple 
completion if one or both 
are disposal/injection? 

Yes. Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

 Do I need to submit a log 
with my application? 

Yes, with your W-2 or G-1 
submit either a log or 
Form L-1 marked 
“Confidential.” 

Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

W-4, W-4A, W-5, W-6 & 
Packer Leakage Test 
Charts 

If I work one of the 
completions over to 
another zone, do I need 
to file a new multiple 
completion application? 

Yes. Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 

W-6 & Packer Leakage 
Test Charts 

How often must I run a 
communication test? 

Anytime you do any work 
on the well which disturbs 
(moves) the packer. 

Engineering Unit 
512-463-1126 
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Terms (Multiple Completions) 
1.) Tubingless Completion – Two or more strings of tubing or production casing cemented in the 

hole.  The cement between the strings of pipe prevents communication between zones.  

2.) Conventional or Packer/Tubing Completion – Multiple completion involving one or more strings 

of tubing. One or more packers are used to prevent communication between zones. 

3.) Communication or Packer Leakage Test – Pressure test conducted to demonstrate that there is 

no communication between the zones.  Instructions for conducting this test are on the back of 

Form W-6. 
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Form W-4 Application for Multiple Completion 
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Form W-4A Sketch of Multiple Completion 
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Form W-5 Packer Setting Report 
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Form W-15 Cementing Report 
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Form W-6 Communication or Packer Leakage Test 
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P-6 Request for Permission to Consolidate/Subdivide Leases 
SWR 80 - Additional Forms Requested 

Checklist 
A) Form P-6 

B) Form P-4 

C) Before Plat 

D) After Plat 

When to File 
A) When two or more developed leases or parts thereof are consolidated into an existing lease(s) 

or a newly created lease. 

B) When a developed lease(s) is divided into two or more Leases. 

C) A consolidation may be filed to resolve a SWR-40 violation due to double assignment of lease 

acreage. 

D) A subdivision may be filed for if an operator intends to file an operator change P-4 for some of 

the wells on their lease. 

E) A subdivision may be filed if an operator intends to move wells from one lease to another 

without physical work taking place. 

When Not to File 
A) When undeveloped acreage is to be divided from an Existing lease(s). 
B) When proposed consolidated lease will have two or more Operators of record. 
C) When leases to be consolidated are not contiguous. 
D) If leases being consolidated or subdivided are in different regulatory fields. 
E) Consolidations and Subdivisions are not applicable to units that are formed through a unitization 

secondary recovery hearing. 
F) Consolidations and Subdivisions are not applicable to gas wells. Each gas well has a unique ID 

number. 
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Questions & Answers Pertaining to P-6 
Question Pertains to 
(Form, Rule, Procedure) 

Question Answer Contact 

P-6 We are going to drill a 
new well on the lease 
that we are subdividing.  
Do we include this well in 
the subdivision? 

The only wells that are 
included in a subdivision or 
consolidation are the wells 
that are on the proration 
schedule at the time of 
subdivision or consolidation. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

P-6 Can I make this effective 
back when the well(s) 
were first drilled? 

We want a consolidation or 
subdivision effective the first 
day of a current month. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

P-6 Do the before and after 
plats have to be the same 
scale? 

If it is possible, the plats 
should be the same scale. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

P-6 Does the previous 
operator have to sign the 
P-4? 

Yes.  The previous operator 
and current operator must 
sign the P-4.  Only the 
current operator needs to 
sign the P-6.  

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

P-6 Do we have to change the 
well number? 

If two existing leases are to 
be consolidated and the 
lease receiving the new 
well(s) has not had a well 
with your well number, you 
do not have to change the 
well number.  If the 
receiving lease has ever had 
a well with your well 
number, then it will have to 
be changed. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 

P-6 I answered Item 11 NO – 
do I need to file any other 
paperwork with the RRC? 

If Item 11 has been marked 
No, then the P-6 may need 
to be sent to General 
Counsel for review via 
interoffice mail. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov  
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P-6 Does the Well 
Compliance Department 
have a general email 
address? 

The general email address 
for the Well Compliance 
Department is 
prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov. 

Well Compliance 
512-463-6975 

prorationunit@rrc.texas.gov 
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Terms 
A) Lease – The tract of land included in the proration units of a well(s). 

B) Operator of Record – The operator that appears in the Commission records to be responsible 

for a lease. 

C) Contiguous – Two or more tracts of land that are touching at any point, regardless of the size of 

contact. 

D) After Plat – a plat that reflects the lease as described in Item 10 of the P-6. 

E) Before Plat – a plat that reflects the lease as described in Item 9 of the P-6. 

F) Consolidate – when two or more developed leases are combined. 

G) Receiving Lease – Refers to the receiving lease after a subdivision or consolidation whether it be 

a new lease number or a pre-existing lease number. 

H) Subdivide – when a developed lease is divided into two or more leases. 
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Form P-6 Request for Permission to Consolidate/Subdivide Leases 
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H-15 Test on an Inactive Well More than 25 Years Old 

Questions & Answers Pertaining to Form H-15 
Questions Pertaining to 
(Form, Rule, Procedure) 

Questions Answer Contact 

SWR 14(B)(3) 
“Plugging” 

Do I have to test my wells 
that are 25 or more years 
old, and inactive one year 
or more? 

Pursuant to Statewide 
Rule 14(b)(3), the answer 
is yes. Testing is required 
to ensure that the 
wellbore does not pose a 
threat of pollution to 
natural resources 
including surface and 
subsurface water, oil, and 
gas. 

Field Operations 
512-463-6912 

SWR 14(B)(3) What type of test should 
be performed? 

An annual fluid test must 
indicate adequate 
separation between the 
base of usable-quality 
water at the location of 
the wellbore and the 
static level (top) of the 
fluid in the wellbore. As an 
alternative to the annual 
fluid level test, a 
mechanical integrity test 
(MIT) may be performed. 
If the MIT is successful, 
the well does not have to 
be tested for H-15 
purposes for up to five 
years. A mechanical 
integrity test that has 
been conducted 
successfully within the 
preceding five years 
where the results are on 
file with the Commission 
may be acceptable. 
Contact the appropriate 
District Office at least 48 
hours prior to conduction 
and H-15 test. 

Field Operations 
512-463-6912 

Form H-15 “Test on an 
Inactive Well More 
than 25 Years Old” 

What determines the age 
of the wellbore? 

The age of the well is 
based on the date that the 
well was originally drilled 

Field Operations 
512-463-6912 
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(spudded). If that is not 
known, the date of the 
initial completion (even if 
plugged) of the wellbore is 
used. 

Procedure How do I know which 
wells need testing? 

You are ultimately 
responsible for identifying 
wells that need testing 
and testing them in a 
timely manner. Effective 
January 2008, the test 
schedules are mailed out 
monthly, and will be 
based on the testing 
schedule for the assigned 
field. This  listing of wells  
is also posting to the 
Commissions website. The 
start of testing will 
coincide with the annual 
surveys (G-10/W-10) 
scheduled for each field 
and will allow 90 days to 
complete testing. 
 

Field Operations 
512-463-6912 

Procedure If the wellbore fails the 
test, who do I notify? 

The appropriate 
Commission District Office 
should be notified of any 
failed test. At that time 
instructions will be given 
on how to bring the 
wellbore into compliance. 
Compliance may be 
achieved by plugging the 
well or repairing the well 
to successfully pass an H-
15 test. 

Field Operations 
512-463-6912 

Form H-15 “Test on an 
Inactive Well More 
than 25 Years Old” 

Can I just send a letter 
telling the Commission I 
tested a well? 

No. The test must be 
reported on Commission 
Form H-15. The H-15 
report is to be filed with 
the Commission within 
the 30 days after the test 
is conducted. 

Field Operations 
512-463-6912 

Form H-15 Where do I file the Form 
H-15 Report? 

File a Fluid Level H-15 Test 
Report with the 
Commission’s Field 
Operations Austin Office. 

Appropriate 
District Office 
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File a Mechanical Integrity 
Test H-15 (original and 
one copy) with the 
Commission’s District 
Office. The MIT must be 
reviewed and approved by 
the appropriate District 
Office. 

Procedure According to our records, 
one of the wells in the 
Commission list of wells 
due for testing is less than 
25 years old. What should 
I do? 

Compete all identifying 
areas of the Form H-15, 
attach a copy of the 
supporting 
documentation such as a 
copy of the W-2, G-1 or 
well card and mail it to the 
Commission’s Austin 
office. A review of the 
records will determine if 
the well requires or is 
exempt from testing. 

Field Operations 
512-463-6912 

Procedure Am I eligible to receive an 
extension to file my test? 

Yes, you may be eligible 
for a limited extension, 30 
days initially. Extension 
requests must be filed in 
writing with the 
Commission’s Field 
Operations Austin office. 

Field Operations 
512-463-6912 
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Form H-15 Test on an Inactive Well More than 25 Years Old 
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W-3A – Notice of Intention to Plug and Abandon 
 

 

Checklist 
 

A) Form W-3A 

SWR 14 – Notification of intention to plug any well shall be given to the Commission prior to 

plugging.  (File with District Office.) File one copy only.  

 

 

B) Form GW-2 

Groundwater Protection Determination Letter as approved by the Groundwater Advisory Unit  

* Well to be plugged and abandoned may be subject to known groundwater depth as identified 

by Groundwater Advisory Unit. 

 

C) Accompanying Well Records that provide well bore information that may not be available as 

Commission record. 
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W-3 - Plugging Record 

Checklist 
 

A) Form W-3A 

SWR 14 – Notification of intention to plug any well shall be given to the Commission prior to 

plugging.  (File with District Office.) 

 

B) Form W-3 

SWR 14 – A plugging report shall be filed within 30 days after plugging operations are complete.  

File one copy only.  

 

C) Form W-15 

SWR 14 – A cementing report made by the company cementing the well shall be attached or 

made part of the plugging report. 

 

If Plugging a Dry Hole: 
 

D) Form L-1 and/or Log 

Authorization: SWR 16 – If a basic electric log was run on the well, a copy must be attached 

accompanied by a L-1, or a request for a delayed filing must be made on the L-1 Form. 

 

If Applying to Condition an Abandoned Well for Fresh Water Production: 
 

E) Form P-13 

Authorization: SWR 14 – The landowner may file an application to condition an abandoned well 

for freshwater production. 
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Questions & Answers Pertaining to Plugging Record 
Question Pertains to 
(Form, Rule, Procedure) 

Question Answer Contact 

W-3A Where do I send the Form 
W-3A? 

File with the appropriate 
District Office. The District 
Office must approve the 
Form W-3A prior to 
commencing plugging 
operations.  File one copy 
only. 

Appropriate RRC District 
Office 

W-3A If you acquire an 
abandoned well and are 
plugging it, but do not know 
any information about the 
wellbore, how do you 
complete the W-3? 

Contact the appropriate 
District Office for guidance.  
You may also research the 
RRC's online query system 
to obtain well information. 

Appropriate RRC District 
Office 

W-3 
(SWR 14) 

What plugging 
requirements must I meet 
when plugging a well?  

Contact the appropriate 
District Office for specific 
plugging requirements.  
General plugging 
requirements are described 
in Statewide Rule 14. 

Appropriate RRC District 
Office 

W-3 Does a W-3 have to be filed 
when plugging back a well 
from one reservoir to 
another? 

No.  A W-3 is filed only 
when a well is plugged.  
Include the plug back 
information on the W-2 or 
G-1 completion forms. 

Appropriate RRC District 
Office 
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Terms  
 

A) Dry Hole – Any well that does not produce oil or gas in commercial quantities. 

B) Log – A systematic recording of data used to ascertain downhole information about a well. 

C) Plug – Any object or device, commonly cement, that services to block a hole or passageway (as a 
cement plug in a borehole). 

D) Plug and Abandon (P & A) – To place a cement plug or plugs in a well bore during 
abandonment. 

E) Plugback – To cement off a lower section of perforated casing. To prevent the migration of 
fluids up hole.  

F) Service Well – A well-used for some purpose other than the production of oil or gas.  (. e.g., 
testing tools, cathodic protection, seismic equipment test, etc.) 
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Form W-3A Notice of Intention to Plug and Abandon 
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Form W-3 Plugging Record 
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Form P-13 Application of Landowner to Condition an Abandoned Well for Fresh Water 

Production 
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