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February 16, 2022 

Mr. Ken Jeck  
National Oilwell Varco, L.P.  
7909 Parkwood Circle Drive  
Houston, TX 77036 
 
RE: Certificate of Completion with Restrictions   

48.833 Acre Tract of Land   
NOV West Little York Facility   
Houston, Harris County, Texas   
Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) No. 03-21002 
 

Dear Mr. Jeck: 
 
Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) VCP staff is pleased to enclose a Certificate of Completion 
(COC) with restrictions for the 48.833-acre property located at 12100 West Little York Road in 
Houston, Texas (Site). The Site is more specifically located at latitude 29.868552 and longitude    
-95.59022 (WGS 84). This letter only applies to historical oil and gas exploration and production 
activities on the property that are subject to the RRC’s jurisdiction under Chapter 91 of the Texas 
Natural Resources Code. The following reports were reviewed for the Site prior to the issuance of 
this Certificate: 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, NOV West Little York Facility, 12100 West Little York 
Road, Houston, Harris County, Texas, dated August 6, 2020; 

Environmental Site Assessment, NOV West Little York Facility, 12100 West Little York Road, 
Houston, Harris County, Texas, dated December 14, 2020; 

Supplemental Site Investigation, NOV West Little York Facility, 12100 West Little York Road, 
Houston, Harris County, Texas, dated May 25, 2021; 

Groundwater Monitoring Report, NOV West Little York Facility, 12100 West Little York Road, 
Houston, Harris County, Texas, Voluntary Cleanup Program No. 03-21002, dated July 22, 2021; 

History of Site 
Oil and gas activities have been identified on the property between the 1930s and 1970s. The 
eastern portion of the site was developed with commercial improvements in 1977. Oil and gas 
activities continued on the western and central portions of the property until the early 1980s when 
these areas were redeveloped with commercial improvements. The following recognized 
environmental conditions under the RRC’s jurisdiction were identified at the site: two plugged oil 



Mr. Ken Jeck 
2/16/22 
Page 2  
 

S:\Site Rem\VCP\Sites\21002 NOV West Little York Facility\21002 COC Package.docx  

wells (Well No. 1 and Well No. 2), a dry hole that was permitted as a saltwater disposal well (Well 
No. 3SWD), several mud/disposal pits, and one tank battery. 
 
Soil and Groundwater Assessment 
In June 2020, three geophysical studies were conducted to find the exact locations of the historic 
oil and gas wells on site. Wells No. 1 and 2 were located and confirmed to be plugged. The study 
was not able to verify the exact location of the Well No. 3. During that same time, eleven (11) soil 
borings were installed at the site and a total of 20 soil samples and six groundwater samples were 
collected. Samples were analyzed for total petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH), volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs), metals, and chloride. All soil samples were either below the Tier 1 residential 
soil-to-groundwater protective concentration levels (PCLs) or non-detect. However, barium was 
in excess of the groundwater ingestion PCL in one (TSP-2) of the six groundwater samples after 
being filtered with a concentration of 49.2 mg/L. Chloride was in excess of the Texas Secondary 
Drinking Water Standard of 300 milligrams per liter (mg/L) in the same well with a concentration 
of 14,700 mg/L. 
 
In August 2020, six shallow borings and seven permanent monitor wells were installed at the site 
and a total of 27 soil samples were collected. After development of the seven monitor wells, a 
groundwater sample from each was collected. Samples were analyzed for the same constituents 
listed above, as well as polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). All soil samples were either 
below the Tier 1 residential soil-to-groundwater PCLs or non-detect. Barium was in excess of the 
groundwater ingestion PCL in four of the seven groundwater monitor wells (MW-1 through MW-
4) with concentrations ranging from 2.42 mg/L to 48.7 mg/L. Chloride was in excess of the Texas 
Secondary Drinking Water Standard of 300 mg/L in MW-1, MW-2 and MW-6 with concentrations 
ranging from 600 mg/L to 17,300 mg/L. Groundwater samples from MW-3, MW-4, and MW-7 
were not analyzed for chloride. 
 
In October 2020, three additional permanent monitor wells were installed to delineate barium and 
chloride exceedances at the site. A total of five soil samples were collected during monitor well 
installation. Soil and groundwater samples were analyzed for TPH, BTEX, metals, and chlorides.  
Results of the analysis showed that all constituents were below the applicable Tier 1 residential 
PCLs. 
 
In March 2021, Terracon installed nine shallow soil borings to investigate the potential source of 
barium and chloride contamination. Each boring was installed to a total depth of 15 feet and a total 
of 27 soil samples, three from each boring, were collected. Soil samples were analyzed for TPH, 
BTEX, metals, and chlorides. Two soil samples with the highest TPH concentrations were also 
analyzed for PAHs and for TPH via Texas Method TX1006. All constituents in all soil samples 
were below the applicable Tier I residential soil-to-groundwater PCL or were non-detect. During 
this time, four of the ten permanent monitor wells were plugged and abandoned due to construction 
activities on the property.  
 
Since October 2020, a total of four groundwater monitoring events occurred at the site. Barium 
concentrations in monitor wells MW-1 through MW-4 were above the groundwater ingestion PCL 
during all four sampling events, both in unfiltered and filtered samples.  Mann-Kendall statistical 
analysis were conducted on barium concentrations from MW-1, which has the highest 
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concentration of barium. Results of the statistical analysis indicated that concentrations were 
stable. Chloride concentrations in monitor wells MW-1 through MW-4 and MW-6 were above the 
Texas Secondary Drinking Water Standard of 300 mg/L. Mann-Kendall statistical analysis were 
also conducted on chloride concentrations from MW-1, which has the highest concentrations. 
Results of the analysis showed that concentrations of chloride are decreasing. Because barium and 
chloride concentrations in excess of the groundwater ingestion PCL were delineated and appeared 
to be stable/declining, the RRC agreed that the placement of a groundwater use restriction on the 
property was an appropriate remedy to control contamination at the site.  
 
Restrictive Covenant  
A restrictive covenant, limiting groundwater use on the 48.7435-acre property, was filed with the 
Harris County Clerk’s Office on January 19, 2022. The document was assigned the Document 
Number RP-2022-33537 and has the following restrictions: 
 

1. The investigation and assessment reports identified impacted groundwater at 17 to 24 
feet below ground surface (bgs). Penetration of the impacted groundwater beneath the 
Affected Property for any purpose shall only be conducted in such a manner as to 
prevent the migration or release of contaminants to any other zone or environmental 
media and to prevent uncontrolled exposure to human and ecological receptors. 
 

2. Use or consumption of groundwater beneath the Affected Property ranging from 
surface to 50 feet bgs, shall be prohibited except for monitoring and remediation 
purposes. 
 

3. Any water wells completed on the Affected Property must be installed by a Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR)-licensed water well driller in 
accordance with applicable rules. Installed wells shall not be screened/perforated from 
the surface to 50 feet bgs unless for authorized monitoring purposes and the collection 
of samples for analysis. 

 
4. These restrictions shall be a covenant running with the land. 

 
On behalf of the staff of the RRC Site Remediation Section, I would like to thank you for your 
participation in the VCP. Should you have questions regarding this letter, you may contact me at 
512-463-3384 or leslie.bruce@rrc.texas.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Leslie Bruce Etzel 
VCP/Brownfields Program Coordinator 
Site Remediation  
 
CC:  Peter Pope, Site Remediation Manager (via email) 
 Prasad Rajulu, Terracon Consultants, Inc. (via email) 
 Gregg Pawlak, Terracon Consultants, Inc. (via email) 

mailto:leslie.bruce@rrc.texas.gov




 
EXHIBIT “A” 

RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION FOR A TOTAL OF 48.7435-Acres  
 
 

VCP No. 03-21002 
 

 









EXHIBIT “B” 
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLETION 
 

VCP No. 03-21002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







ATTACHMENT 1 
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 

Institutional Control Document No. 
RP-2022-33537 

 
VCP No. 03-21002 
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