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December 3, 2021 

 
Mr. Matthew White  
Rockport Terminals, LLC  
8700 Crownhill Blvd. Ste. 407  
San Antonio, TX 78209 
 
RE: Certificate of Completion with Restrictions  
 A 5.336-Acre Tract 
 Former Carbon Black Plant - Area of Concern 1 

Aransas Pass, Aransas County, Texas  
Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) No. 04-19007 

 
Dear Mr. White: 

Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) VCP staff is pleased to enclose a Certificate of Completion 
(COC) with restrictions for the 5.336-acre property located north of State Highway 35, 
approximately four miles north of Aransas Pass, Texas. The site is more specifically located at 
latitude 27.941722 and longitude -97.116221 (WGS 84). The following reports were reviewed for 
the Site prior to the issuance of this Certificate:  

Site Investigation Report, Former Aransas Pass Carbon Black Plant – AOC-1, 2520 State 
Highway 35 North, Aransas Pass, Texas, Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCP) No. 04-19007, dated 
June 25, 2020;  
Responses to Comments – RRC July 15, 2020 Site Investigation Report (APAR) Comments Letter 
- Former Aransas Pass Carbon Black Plant – AOC-1; Aransas Pass, Aransas County, TX; VCP 
Number 04-19007, dated November 24, 2020;  
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, Former Carbon Black Plant, AOC-1, dated November 24, 
2020;  
Responses to Comments – RRC February 23, 2021 Letter - Former Aransas Pass Carbon Black 
Plant – AOC-1; Aransas Pass, Aransas County, TX; VCP Number 04-19007, dated August 25, 
2021;   
Miscellaneous documents from the uncompleted 2014-2016 Environmental Resources 
Management (ERM) investigations at the site, submitted by Chuck Epperson on September 21, 
2021; and,  
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Responses to Comments – RRC Phone Conversation October 5, 2021 - Former Aransas Pass 
Carbon Black Plant – AOC-1; Aransas Pass, Aransas County, TX; VCP Number 04-19007, dated 
October 5, 2021.  
History of Site 
The 5.336-acre property is a section of the Former Aransas Pass Carbon Black Plant that operated 
between 1941 and 2008. In 2008, manufacturing operations were ceased and the plant was shut 
down. Historical information indicates that although the property was a part of a carbon black plant 
footprint, it was not used in any part of the carbon black manufacturing processes. The property 
has remained undeveloped, vacant land. However, based on historical records, a release of 
chemicals from an out of service crude oil pipeline that traversed the site was noted. No additional 
information was provided as to the potential source of contamination at the site. Currently a natural 
gas pipeline, operated by TPL Southex Midstream, LLC, traverses the site. 
 
Soil and Groundwater Assessment 
Historical site investigations were conducted in the 1980’s that included some assessment in AOC-
1. These investigations included the installation of two permanent groundwater monitoring wells 
(MW-7 and MW-8) that remain on the property to date. Analysis of groundwater samples from 
the initial investigations showed detections of benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes 
(BTEX), and polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in MW-7. However, the RRC was not provided 
documentation of whether these constituents were detected at concentrations higher than the Texas 
Risk Reduction Program’s soil-to-groundwater protective concentration levels (PCLs).  
 
Between 2014 and 2016, Environmental Resources Management (ERM) installed twelve (12) soil 
borings and five (5) permanent monitor wells (MW-21 through MW-24 and MW-28) at the site. 
The assessment activities performed by ERM were not documented in a completed report, but the 
supporting documentation (e.g. boring logs and laboratory analytical packages) were provided to 
the VCP applicant, Rockport Terminals. From the supporting documentation, the twelve soil 
borings were installed via hand augers to a total depth between two (2) and five (5) feet below 
ground surface (bgs). These shallow soil samples were only analyzed for total petroleum 
hydrocarbons (TPH). The samples with the highest TPH concentrations via Texas Method TX1005 
were speciated via Texas Method TX1006. The groundwater monitor wells were installed to 
depths between 13 and 18 feet bgs. One shallow soil sample (2 to 6 feet bgs) was collected from 
four (MW-21 through MW-24) of the five borings and analyzed for volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs), semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), TPH, and Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act (RCRA-8) metals. Results of the sampling showed concentrations of TPH ranging 
from non-detect to 13,300 mg/kg. No other constituents were detected above the Texas Risk 
Reduction Program’s (TRRP) Tier 1 residential soil-to-groundwater PCLs. Groundwater was 
encountered during drilling activities between six and nine feet bgs. Groundwater samples were 
collected from the five permanent monitor wells installed by ERM and the two permanent monitor 
wells installed during the 1980’s investigation. Sampling events occurred in October 2014, August 
and December 2015, and March 2016. Groundwater samples were analyzed for BTEX, TPH, select 
SVOCs, and select RCRA-8 metals (arsenic, cadmium, lead, silver, and mercury). BTEX was 
detected in several of the wells, but only benzene was in excess of the Tier 1 residential 
groundwater ingestion PCL in two wells, MW-1 in October 2014 and MW-28 in December 2015. 
TPH was in excess of the Tier 1 residential groundwater ingestion PCL in six of the seven monitor 
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wells during each sampling event with concentrations ranging from 2.84 mg/L to 19.71 mg/L. 
There were low level detections of metals and SVOCs, but no exceedances of the Tier 1 residential 
groundwater ingestion PCLs.  
 
In May 2020, Epperson Environmental Group (EEG) conducted additional investigation activities 
at the site, which included trenching, shallow soil sampling (<5 feet bgs), and groundwater 
sampling. Trenching was conducted using an excavator in four areas where historic pipeline 
releases had been suspected. Soil sample locations were screened using a photoionization detector 
(PID). Soil samples collected for laboratory analysis were selected either based on the highest PID 
concentration measured during collection of the sample or at 50’ intervals along the trench. Soil 
sample depths ranged from surface to 5 feet bgs. Trench 1 was an approximate 200’ long trench 
located south of MW-21 and MW-22. Trench 2 was an approximate 300’ long trench located north 
of MW-7 and MW-24. Trench 3 was an approximate 300’ long trench located north of MW-8 and 
MW-21. Trench 4 was an approximate 200’ long trench located east of MW-23 and MW-24. 
Trench 4 was an exploratory trench located along the former road that ran through AOC-1 to 
identify any other potential pipelines in the area. A total of 27 soil samples and two duplicates 
were collected from the trenches and analyzed for BTEX, TPH, RCRA-8 metals, and select 
SVOCs. Stained soils observed during trenching were stockpiled and one soil sample was collected 
for analysis from the pile. TPH was detected above the Tier 1 residential soil-to-groundwater PCL 
in 20 of the 27 soil samples with concentrations ranging from 231 mg/kg to 9,370 mg/kg. A site-
specific TPH mixture (TPHmix) PCL was calculated using TX1006 analysis from SB-1, which was 
installed in 2015 during the ERM investigation. The assumptions for the calculation was that the 
site would only be used for commercial/industrial practices and that the source area was larger 
than 0.5-acres. The calculated total-soil-combined TPHmix PCL was 30,200 mg/kg. In July 2020, 
the RRC requested the development of a residential TPHmix PCL to ensure soils on the site had 
been delineated to residential levels. The calculated residential TPHmix PCL was 9,690 mg/kg. 
However, for this calculation, a source area less than 0.5-acres was assumed. EEG reviewed the 
previously collected soil data and noted one exceedance of this PCL in a nondelineated sample, 
SB-3. Therefore, in June 2021, EEG installed eight (8) soil borings around SB-3 to a total depth 
between of 10 and 15 feet. Three soil samples were collected from each boring at 0 to 1 feet bgs, 
4 to 5 feet bgs, and 9 to 10 feet bgs. Soil samples were analyzed for TPH via TX1005. TPH was 
not detected in any of the soil samples.  
 
Groundwater sampling events were conducted on the seven permanent monitor wells at the site by 
EEG in May, October, and November 2020. Groundwater samples were analyzed for BTEX, TPH, 
RCRA-8 metals, and select SVOCs. TPH was in excess of the Tier 1 groundwater ingestion PCL 
in six of the seven monitor wells in May 2020 with concentrations ranging from 3.26 mg/L to 
19.48 mg/L. Concentrations of TPH decreased below detections by the October 2020 sampling 
event. No other constituent was detected above the Tier 1 groundwater ingestion PCLs. Additional 
groundwater sampling events were conducted by EEG in June and July 2021. Groundwater 
samples collected during the first round of sampling were analyzed for benzene and TPH. 
Analytical results showed no detections of benzene but did show TPH concentrations above the 
Tier 1 groundwater ingestion PCL in four of the seven monitor well. TPH concentrations ranged 
from 0.891 mg/L to 1.21 mg/L. Following the June sampling event, approximately 650 gallons of 
groundwater was pumped out of the AOC-1 monitor wells between June and July 2021. The 
pumped water was placed and stored into two on-site 330-gallon tote containers. After pumping, 
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the monitor wells were allowed to stabilize for approximately one week before resampling. During 
the second round of sampling, groundwater was analyzed for BTEX and TPH. Analytical results 
showed no detections of BTEX or TPH. Groundwater stored in the 330-gallon totes was also 
analyzed for BTEX and TPH and showed no detections.  
 
Restrictive Covenant 
A restrictive covenant, limiting land and groundwater use on the 5.336-acre property, was filed 
with the Aransas County Clerk’s Office on November 8, 2021. The document was assigned the 
Document Number 387123 and has the following restrictions: 

1. No part of the Affected Property shall be used for residential land use as defined in this 
Restrictive Covenant. 

2. The investigation and assessment reports identified impacted soil at three feet below 
ground surface (bgs). Penetration of the impacted soil and beneath the Affected Property 
for any purpose shall only be conducted in such a manner as to prevent the migration or 
release of contaminants to any other zone or media and to prevent uncontrolled exposure 
to human and ecological receptors. 

3. Use or consumption of groundwater beneath the Affected Property ranging from five feet 
to eleven feet bgs, shall be prohibited except for monitoring and remediation purposes. 

4. Any water wells completed on the Affected Property must be installed by a Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR)-licensed water well driller in accordance 
with applicable rules. Installed wells shall not be screened/perforated from the surface to 
eleven feet bgs unless for authorized monitoring purposes and the collection of samples for 
analysis.  

5. These restrictions shall be a covenant running with the land.  

On behalf of the staff of the RRC Site Remediation Section, I would like to thank you for your 
participation in the VCP. Should you have questions regarding this letter, you may contact me at 
512-463-3384 or leslie.bruce@rrc.texas.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Leslie Bruce Etzel  
 
CC:  Mr. Chuck Epperson, Epperson Environmental Group (via email) 
 
Enclosed: VCP Final Certificate of Completion  
  Property Metes and Bounds Description and Plat Map 
  Affidavit of Completion  
  Restrictive Covenant 387123 
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RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 5.336-ACRE TRACT 
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RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLETION 
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EXHIBIT "B" 
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 

VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 
AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLETION OF RESPONSE ACTION 

1, Mathus Wnepresenting Rockport Terminals, LLC, have completed the necessary response 
actions, pursuant to Chapter 91, Subchapter O, Texas Natural Resource Code, at the approximately 5.336- 
Acre tract of land described in Exhibit "A" (Site) of this certificate pertaining to Voluntary Cleanup 
Program (VCP) No. 04-19007 located in Aransas County, Texas. The applicant has submitted and received
approval from the Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) on all plans and reports required by the Voluntary
Cleanup Agreement. The plans and reports were prepared using a prudent degree of inquiry of the Site 
consistent with accepted industry standards to identify all contaminants, waste and contaminated media of 
regulatory concern. The response actions for the site have achieved response action levels as determined 
by the standards of the RRC and remain protective as long as the following controls are maintained:

1. No part of the Affected Property shall be used for residential land use 
as defined in this Restrictive Covenant. 

2. The investigation and assessment reports identified impacted soil at 
three feet below ground surface (bgs). Penetration of the impacted soil 
beneath the Affected Property for any purpose shall only be conducted 
in such a manner as to prevent the migration or release of contaminants
to any other zone or media and to prevent uncontrolled exposure to 
human and ecological receptors.

3. Use or consumption of groundwater beneath the Affected Property 
ranging from five feet to eleven fect bgs, shallbe prohibited except for 
monitoring and remediation purposes.

4. Any water wells completed on the Affected Property must be installed 
by a Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR)-licensed 
water well driller in accordance with applicable rules. Installed wells
shall not be screened/perforated fromthe surface to eleven feet bgs 
unless for authorized monitoring purposes and the collection of samples
for analysis. 

5. These restrictions shall bea covenant running with the land.

These restrictions were filed in the Aransas County Clerk's office on November 8, 2021 under Document 
No. 387123 (Attachment 1). The response actions eliminate substantial present or future risk to public 
health and safety and to the environment from releases and threatened releases of contaminants at or from 
the Site. The Applicant has not acquired this certificate of completion by fraud, misrepresentation, or 
knowing failure to disclose material information. Further information concerning the response actions at 
this Site may be found in the final report at the central office of the RRC filed under VCP No. 04-19007. 

The preceding is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief 



Applicant 

By: 

Print Name: /akhis hake 
STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF ARANSAS 

BEFORE ME personally appearedattthew kayMDnA_kyhte
known to me to be the person and agent of said commission vtose name is subscribed to the foregoing 
instrument, and he acknowledged to me that he executed the same for the purposes and in the capacity 
therein expressed. 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE, this day of 

Notary Public in and for the State of eyas 

SYLVIA M. GONZALES
NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF TEXAS
ID # 13065376-4 TE OF 

My Comm. Expires 05-09-2024|



ATTACHMENT 1 
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
VOLUNTARY CLEANUP PROGRAM 

Institutional Control Document No. 
387123 

 
VCP No. 04-19007 
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