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Welcome to the April edition of Energy News.

From celebrating 135 years of service to highlighting our expertise, winter
preparedness efforts and opportunities for public input, this edition
showcases the many ways the Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) continues
to protect public safety and the environment, promote transparency and
support a strong, resilient energy landscape.
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The Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC)
marks an important milestone this year:
135 years of serving Texans. Since its
establishment in 1891, the Commission has
played a central role in the state’s growth,
evolving alongside the industries and
communities it regulates while maintaining
a steadfast commitment to public safety
and responsible oversight.

The RRC was created during a period of
rapid expansion in the late 19th century,
when railroads dominated the movement
of goods across Texas. Concerns about
discriminatory rates and monopolistic
practices were widespread, and James S.
Hogg's 1890 gubernatorial campaign
championed the need for a regulatory
body to ensure fairness and accountability.

influenced not only Texas energy production
but also markets and practices around the
world.

Although the Commission’s name reflects its
origins, its mission expanded dramatically
as Texas entered the oil age. The discovery
of oil at Spindletop in 1901 ushered in a new
era of opportunity, and the RRC became a
guiding force in shaping the responsible
development of the state’s oil and natural
gas resources. Over the decades, the
Commission'’s regulatory leadership has

Throughout its 135-year history, the
Commission’s impact has been driven by
generations of dedicated public servants.
Every division, district office and employee
contributes to the work that keeps the agency
operating effectively. Their commitment to
professionalism and public service continues
the tradition that has defined the RRC since its
earliest days.

As the Commission reflects on this anniversary,
it also looks ahead. Texas continues to grow
and evolve, and the RRC remains focused on
meeting the state’s needs with the same
integrity, expertise and dedication that have
guided it for more than a century. The agency’s
legacy is built on the people who carry out its
mission, and their work ensures that the RRC
will continue to serve Texans for generations to
come.
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Visit from Canadian Delegation Highlights RRC’s

The Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) welcomed
a group of Canadian dignitaries to our Austin
headquarters on March 17 for a discussion on Texas'
role as a global leader in energy regulation and
development.

The delegation, led by Canadian Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre, received an overview of the RRC's
regulatory responsibilities and the Commission’s work
in supporting one of the world’s most active and
innovative energy economies.

“It was an honor to host Canadian Conservative
Leader Pierre Poilievre at the Railroad Commission of
Texas,” said RRC Chairman Jim Wright. “As a native of
Alberta—one of Canada'’s major oil and gas producing
provinces—Leader Poilievre understands that energy
security and common sense regulatory policies are
foundational to a strong economy.”

Chairman Wright added, “The Railroad Commission

of Texas has a long and distinguished history of
advancing practical, pro growth energy policies.
We appreciated the opportunity to share the
Commission’s regulatory approach and long term
outlook with our Canadian counterparts.”

International visits like this are nothing new for the
RRC. Over the past year, the Commission has
welcomed delegations from Germany and Argentina
who wanted to learn more about Texas' regulatory
approach. Agency representatives also met with
Canadian financial leaders to highlight our long
standing partnerships with Canadian provinces,
including collaboration through the Interstate Qil
and Gas Compact Commission (IOGCC).

This visit is just the latest example of how the RRC
remains at the forefront of the global conversation
on energy production and regulation.



Recap: 2026 Winter Weather
Emergency Response

It was a busy winter season for staff across divisions at the
Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) that are critical for
managing weather emergencies.

The RRC Safety and Emergency Management team staffed
the State Operations Center (SOC) for more than 586
hours since January for weather-related emergencies.

At the SOC, safety officers work closely with the Texas
Department of Emergency Management (TDEM), the
Public Utility Commission (PUC), the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) and other partner agencies across
the state supporting natural gas supply chain readiness
during emergencies.

RRC Winter Inspection
Cycle Concludes

The Railroad Commission of Texas' (RRC) Critical
Infrastructure Division (CID) is responsible for conducting
key weatherization inspections of natural gas facilities
throughout the state. Inspections cycles take place in the
winter and the summer.

The RRC’s winter oil and gas inspection cycle concluded on
March 31, marking the end of a season focused on cold
weather preparedness. As of January 19, 2026, 524.9 billion
cubic feet of working gas storage was reported. While final
inspection totals are still being compiled, as of March 19,
2026, 5,419 winter inspections have been conducted by
CID.

The Commission’s summer inspection cycle begins July 1,
2026, and continues through the end of September, with
inspectors shifting attention to heat related safety and
ensuring natural gas is available for electricity generation
during harsh Texas summers.




UPCOMING LISTENING SESSION AND
TEXAS ENERGY ON TRACKPODCAST

THE CONVERSATION CONTINUES!
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: Join us for Session 4 on MAY 13 at 12:00 PM

I as we continue the conversation, hear your feedback
[} g ’

1 and build on what we've learned so far.
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AN RRC PODCAST

EPISODE 15: GEOTHERMAL ENERGY

In this episode of Texas Energy on Track, host Bryce Dubee and co-host Nick Kraynok talk with
Senior Engineer and Systems Analyst at the RRC, Jared Ware. The discussion includes an
overview of geothermal energy, what it can be used for, where it can be found and more!

EPISODE 16: FIELD OPERATIONS

Join hosts Bryce Dubee and Nick Kraynok on Texas Energy on Track as they sit down with David
Lindley, Assistant Director of Field Operations for the RRC. The discussion highlights the
responsibilities of Field Operations and the role it plays within the RRC, what technologies have
made the biggest impact for inspectors, the biggest contributions to the state's energy
landscape and more!

Listen on Listen on
[ ﬂ Apple Music] [ Spotify ]



https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/9ddc204a-7aae-4e14-a22f-5f71f022717a@a3b01f75-ff4a-4001-9d68-9ba9ec5ea0bc
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/texas-energy-on-track/id1818157034
https://open.spotify.com/show/4zg5hGCVRIunZiOgWXfSNp
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REGULATORY CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION IS OPEN

The Railroad Commission of Texas’ (RRC) annual Interested in reserving a space as an exhibitor

Regulatory Conference kicks off in July and or sponsor and securing access to the key

registration is officially open. decision-makers shaping the future of the Texas
oil and gas and pipeline industry? Reach out

The RRC is excited to welcome back oil and gas and to regulatoryconference@rrc.texas.gov

pipeline operators, other industry representatives or visit the conference website.

and exhibitors to join us July 13 through 15, 2026 at

Kalahari Resorts & Conventions in Round Rock, TX. Registration is open, secure your spot today!

RRC staff utilize this conference to inform and train

oil and gas and pipeline operators about any new LEARN MORE
rules, regulations, filings and more!


cvent.me/OyaxKO
mailto: regulatoryconference@rrc.texas.gov

RRC Seeks Public Input on Oil and Gas Monitoring

In 2017, the Texas Legislature directed the
Railroad Commission of Texas (RRC) to
develop an annual plan that ensures the
strategic use of oil and gas monitoring and
enforcement resources to protect public
safety and the environment. Texas Natural
Resources Code Sec. 81.066 requires the
Commission to publish this plan each year
and to seek input from stakeholders as part
of its development.

Each year, the RRC releases the Oil and Gas
Monitoring and Enforcement Strategic Plan
to outline the agency’s priorities for
monitoring oil and gas activities and
enforcing regulations statewide. The plan
communicates the Oil and Gas Division’s
strategic goals and highlights the agency'’s
extensive field operations, including well
inspections, orphaned well plugging, site
remediation, technical permit monitoring

and administrative compliance enforcement.

For the Fiscal Year 2027 (FY27) Plan,

the Commission seeks feedback from
stakeholders in the development of action
items that will address the totality of oil and
gas monitoring and enforcement activities.

Members of the public are invited to submit
their feedback online to assist in developing
this important plan. The deadline for
feedback is 5 p.m. on Thursday, April 16,
2026. Input must be submitted via email to
public_comment@rrc.texas.gov.

b

Alternatively, written comments can be
sent to:

Oil and Gas Strategic Plan Stakeholder
Input/Qil and Gas Division

Railroad Commission of Texas

P.O.Box 12967

Austin, Texas 78711-2967

Comments received by mail after April 16
may not be incorporated into the FY27
iteration of the plan but will be reviewed.

Comments that do not follow these
instructions will not be included.

¢ Public comments MUST be submitted as instructed (by mail or

email to public_comment@rrc.texas.gov)
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https://www.rrc.texas.gov/announcements/03172026-seeking-input-development-annual-oil-gas-division-monitoring-enforcement-strategic-plan/
mailto:public_comment@rrc.texas.gov
mailto:public_comment@rrc.texas.gov

Stay Connected With the RRC

Stay informed between newsletter editions by following the Railroad

Commission of Texas (RRC) on social media.
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NOW ACCEPTING 1
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WELL PLUGGING SERVICES ’
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With major new funding, the RRC has opened the largest /| DRI LLI NG PE RM ITs

well plugging solicitation in our history. We're looking were issued by the RRC in November. Each

s/ ]

for experienced teams ready to step in and make a real g s o
impact across Texas. application was reviewed to ensure safe

and responsible oil and gas development
submit your proposal using the link in the caption. across Texas.

If your crew has the expertise, equipment and know-how,

Deadline to submit is Wednesday, Feb. 25 at 2 PM CST.

42 likes
The RRC issued 412 drilling permits in November. Each application was reviewed to ensure
safe and responsible oil and gas development across Texas.

View all 7 comments

42 likes

Now Accepting Proposals!

‘With major new funding, the RRC has opened the largest well plugging solicitation in our
history.

View all 7 comments

RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS

42 likes

TEXANS, TODAY IS OUR BIG DAY! IT'S NATIONAL TEXAS DAY, A CELEBRATION OF TEXAS'
HISTORY, HERITAGE AND PRIDE

View all 7 comments
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https://www.facebook.com/railroadcommissionoftexas
https://www.linkedin.com/company/railroad-commission-of-texas
https://twitter.com/txrrc
https://www.instagram.com/railroadcommissionoftexas
https://www.youtube.com/railroadcommissionoftexas

CHAIRMAN JiM WRIGHT

In March, Chairman Wright hosted a Canadian Delegation

led by conservative leader Pierre Poilievre at the Railroad

Commission in Austin.

C‘ ‘Area Chamber

of Commerce

Later in the month, Chairman Wright traveled to East Texas
to speak at the Tyler Chamber of Commerce Energy Summit
where he highlighted the important contributions of East

Texas energy production over the past century.

OP-ED: FINISH THE JOB—AFTER 60 DAYS, REPEAL THE JONES ACT FORGOOD

COMMISSIONER WAYNE CHRISTIAN

At a time of global instability and rising
energy costs, President Donald |. Trump
made the right call.

With tensions escalating in the Middle East
and disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz
threatening a significant share of the
world’s oil supply, Americans are once
again being reminded how fragile global
energy markets can be. When supply is constrained overseas, the
consequences show up quickly here at home, at the gas pump,

in utility bills, and across our economy.

President Trump did not hesitate. His 60-day waiver of the Jones
Act was decisive, practical, and exactly what the moment
demanded.

It also highlighted something important. When government gets
out of the way, American energy works.

| raised concerns about the Jones Act back in 2018, when | wrote
to our congressional delegation warning that the law was
undermining our national security by preventing American
energy from reaching American consumers. At the time, parts of
the Northeast were importing natural gas from Russia because it
was easier than shipping it from Texas.

That should have been a wake-up call.

We were producing abundant, affordable energy right here at
home, yet federal policy made it harder to use it. That is not just
inefficient. It is bad policy that weakens our energy security.

President Trump's action cuts through that dysfunction.

The Jones Act, a relic of the 1920s, requires that goods
transported between U.S. ports be carried on U.S.-built,
U.S.-flagged, and U.S.-crewed vessels. In theory, it may have
once served a purpose. In practice, it has created a bottleneck
that limits capacity, drives up costs, and restricts our ability to
respond when it matters most.

In normal times, that is inefficient. In a crisis, it is unacceptable.
The President’s waiver proves what many of us have said for

years. When these restrictions are lifted, energy can move more
freely, markets can respond faster, and consumers benefit.

The United States is now the world’s leading energy
producer. Texas alone produces more oil and natural gas
than most countries. We have the resources, the workforce,
and the technology.

President Trump has consistently championed that strength,
and this decision is a continuation of his America First energy
strategy.

Now the question is straightforward. If this policy works
during a crisis, why would we go back to a system that we
know raises costs and limits supply?

The same law that restricts supply today raises costs every
single day. It limits competition, reduces flexibility, and
ultimately forces American consumers to pay more for
energy.

The bottom line is simple. Government should not be
making energy more expensive or less reliable.

The President has already taken the hardest step by granting
this waiver and proving what is possible. The logical next
step is to make that relief permanent.

Repealing the Jones Act would lock in the benefits we are
seeing now. It would lower costs, strengthen domestic
supply chains, and ensure that American energy can reach
American families without unnecessary restrictions.

It would also reinforce a fundamental truth. Energy security is
national security.

We have worked too hard to achieve energy independence
to undermine it with outdated policies. Whether it is relying
on foreign nations for supply or restricting our own ability to
move resources at home, the result is the same. We weaken
ourselves.

President Trump has shown leadership by acting quickly and
decisively.

Now is the time to build on that success. The Jones Act may
have made sense in 1920. It does not make sense in 2026.

Mr. President, finish the job.




CONMISSIONERS’
CORNER

OPEN MEETING

TUES. April 14| 9:30 AM

Join us in Austin at the William B. Travis Building or online by visiting the link below.
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https://www.rrc.texas.gov/general-counsel/open-meetings/

OIL AND GAS
INDUSTRY RESOURCES

OIL & GAS PRODUCTION STATISTICS

View monthly production totals of crude oil,
condensate and total oil; and of gas well gas,
casinghead gas and total natural gas.

VIEW CURRENT PRODUCTION STATISTICS

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

The Commission has primary oversight
and enforcement of the state’s oil and gas
industry and intrastate pipeline safety.

VIEW LATEST ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

PUBLIC GIS VIEWER

The Public GIS Viewer allows users to view
oil, gas and pipeline data in a map
view.

LAUNCH THE PUBLIC GIS VIEWER


https://www.rrc.texas.gov/oil-and-gas/research-and-statistics/production-data/texas-monthly-oil-gas-production/
https://www.rrc.texas.gov/news/march-27-2026-enforcement-actions-press-release/
https://gis.rrc.texas.gov/gisviewer/



